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The following study guide is presented by the Rome Concert Band. It is intended for 
educators’ use in the primary grades and is reproducible without charge. 

 
The guide contains content information corresponding to music that is performed by the 

outreach group RiversEdge for their school concerts. It is written with elementary 
students in mind and can be adjusted to fit the needs of almost any class. We hope this 

may be useful to teachers and students and will enhance their listening experience. 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Objectives 
a. To offer an appreciation and understanding of music of different cultures 

b. To introduce instruments to students 
c. To experience a live concert performance 

 
Regions to be explored: Africa, Australia, India 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone wishing to provide feedback about any of our study guides is welcome to 
email the Rome Concert Band at cconeil@verizon.net 



RiversEdge is a duo that performs many types 
of music. One musician plays the clarinet and 
the other musician plays percussion 
instruments. 

 

 

Clarinet 
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RiversEdge will perform music from Africa 

(Mikurdi) 

 

African culture is closely interwoven with rhythm 
and dance. The rhythm is sometimes dominated by 
voice with the singer driving the rhythm. 

The clarinet will take the vocal line in this 
performance. The other sound is the beating drum. 
There are many different African drums. 
RiversEdge uses the Djembe (say Gem-Be) drum in 
this piece. The Djembe is a wooden shell, hollowed 
out and shaped like a goblet. The drumhead is made 
of animal skin and attached with metal rings 
connected to strong ropes which are used to tune 
the drum. Instructions on how to make an African 
drum are included at the end of this guide. 



 

 

The story of the spider Anansi is from West Africa 
in Ghana. By Gerald McDermott. ISBN # 0-8050-
0310-x. 

Students can hear how the music helps make 
the story come alive! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RiversEdge will play music from Australia. 

(BinYang) 

 

 

Australia is the sixth largest country in the 
world. The mainland is the world’s largest Island. 
It is about the same size as the 48 mainland states 
of the USA. Australia is the only nation to govern 
an entire continent and its outlying islands. 

Australia has some cool animals! Can you name 
some? RiversEdge is playing a pice of music that 
sounds just like a bird from Australia.  

Australia is home to native Aboriginal people. 
Aboriginal society is believed to be the world’s 
oldest civilization. The word BinYang means bird in 
the now defunct Aboriginal language. 



Indian Music   (Dual Monologue) 

 

The music of India influences the Indian life. Music 
is in all parts of the culture, from birth to death 
in religious ceremonies and festivals. Indian music 
often has a meditative or spiritual meaning. 

The sound of Indian music may not be familiar to 
our American ears. The melody is based on a 
combination of notes called a Raga. Each raga 
creates an atmosphere associated with feelings 
and sentiments. These notes are carefully 
selected! Any stray combination of notes cannot 
be called a raga. 

Tala is the rhythmical groupings of beats. Tala is 
the pulse of the music. Listen for the beat of the 
music. Does it go faster and then slower? Laya is 
the tempo (speed) of the music. 



 

Concert Etiquette 

 

 

When we go to concerts, we may go for many 
reasons, but the most important reason is to 
watch and listen to the performers. The 
performers are not on television. They are alive; 
they can see and hear the audience. They want to 
be able to do a great job for you. Good concert 
etiquette helps the audience have a good musical 
experience. 

 

Over the years audiences have developed certain 
ideas about what is appropriate for concert 
behavior or concert etiquette. If everyone 
follows these ideas, everyone can have a positive 
experience at concerts. The basic rule is this: 

 

Don’t do anything that makes people notice YOU 
instead of the performance.  Be courteous. 

 

Enjoy! - RiversEdge 

 

 



 



Suggestions for Pre Performance Activities: 

 

1. Using a map, locate the countries of Africa, 
Australia and India. 

2. Ask students what they already know about 
the music and musical instruments from these 
countries. 

3. For regions that are unfamiliar, explore the 
country through it’s environment, culture, 
and history. The links provided can be used as 
resources for information. 

 

Follow up activities: 

 

1. Conduct further research about countries 
and ethnic groups that were presented. 

2. Make musical instruments. The directions for 
making an African drum are included with this 
guide. 

3. Discuss the importance of honoring diversity. 

 

 

 

 



Sources: 

 

www.allstays.com 

www.ehow.com 

www.australia.com 

www.classactsarts.org 

www.indianmelody.com 
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